

ADOPTED 2/23/16


Introduced by Council Member Lopez Brosche and Co-sponsored by Council Members Dennis, Newby, Carter, Hazouri, Wilson, Morgan &
R. Gaffney:
RESOLUTION 2016-118-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE EUREKA GARDENS TENANT ASSOCIATION FOR ITS COURAGEOUS PURSUIT OF SAFE, SANITARY, AND DECENT HOUSING FOR RESIDENTS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS,
Eureka Gardens Apartments on Jacksonville’s Westside is a 400-unit affordable apartment community originally built in 1979 and is home to approximately 379 families and 458 children; and 
WHEREAS,
Chapter 83, Part II, Florida Statutes, known as the “Florida Residential Landlord Tenant Act,” provides tenants with certain rights, including the right to rent a dwelling that has working plumbing, hot water and heating; is structurally sound and has working and locking doors and windows; and is free of pests; and

WHEREAS,
the Florida Residential Landlord Tenant Act requires landlords to comply with local health, building, and safety codes, and to make repairs to make the dwelling fit to live in; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development requires that owners of Section 8 Housing Projects comply with HUD’s standard of safe, decent and sanitary housing; and
WHEREAS,
the Eureka Gardens Apartments has received years of negative attention due to: criminal activity requiring the deployment of public safety resources funded by the City of Jacksonville, as well as unsafe and unsanitary living conditions generally unmet with repairs or maintenance; and

WHEREAS,
after meeting informally for two years, and in the face of many pressures to not band together and use a collective voice, on January 26, 2015, the residents of Eureka Gardens Apartments organized the Eureka Gardens Tenants Association, Inc. and elected the following officers: Tracy Grant, President; Gail Thomas, Vice President; Michelle Clark, Secretary; Mona Lisa Arnold, Treasurer; and Robert Starfas, Board Member; and
WHEREAS,
having no relationships of political influence, the residents listed their concerns, contacted their elected officials, and grabbed the attention of and inspired action from every level of government:  the Mayor, members of City Council, members of the State Legislature, and members of Congress; and

WHEREAS,
the Eureka Gardens Tenants Association has proactively educated the residents to meet their tenant responsibilities, including on-time payment of rent, following the rules of the complex and encouraging reports of violations which has resulted in a complex comprised primarily of peaceful, law-abiding citizens; and
WHEREAS,
local and Federal authorities are holding the Eureka Gardens Apartments owner accountable to its responsibilities in the Florida Residential Landlord Tenant Act and similar federal laws applicable to the apartment community; and

WHEREAS,
 the residents are taking charge and taking responsibility for their neighborhood; the Tenant Association is providing hope and inspiration to their fellow neighbors and to other apartment communities experiencing similar substandard living conditions; and the Eureka Gardens Tenant Association is leading the shift in spotlight from crime to the individual lives and stories of the families and children calling Eureka Gardens home; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend the Eureka Gardens Tenant Association for its courageous leap of faith to organize, immediately followed with relentless efforts to improve the living conditions at the apartment community for all residents, and urges the Association to continue its pursuit of basic human living conditions that every citizen of Jacksonville should enjoy.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel
Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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